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ADDRESSES BEFORE THE LONDON PEACE SOCIETY. 

Samuel Davidson, D. D., LL. D. — We gave in our last a fraction of 
Dr. D,'s speech; but we cannot withold the following more important part: 

This war inconsistent with the Bible. — Perhaps, sir, you will bear 
with me for a few moments, while I endeavor to show, once for all, that 
the war is opposed to the spirit, the genius, and the ietter of this Holy 
Book. I am in the habit of reading lectures to students in divinity, 
as some present may be aware ; and I must read a sort of lecture to 
some of our Doctors of Divinity, and our religious editors of what are 
called our religious newspapers, — religious periodicals, — because they 
appear to me to be ignorant of the plainest Bible lessons. I would say, 
at the very outset, to those persons who appeal to the Jewish Scriptures, 
as the great majority of people did on the East-day, — and you observed, that 
almost all the texts on that day were taken out of the Old Testament, and 
very few from the New, — I would say to such persons, that we are not liv- 
ing now under the Jewish dispensation. There were many things permitted 
to the Jews in ancient times that are not permitted to Christians now. The 
Jewish Books are not the supreme rule of life and conduct for Christian 
men. While, therefore, it is attempted to justify this war by a reference to 
the Jews, who were almost always engaged in some war or other, these per- 
sons are merely fighting their battles for their own purpose, and, therefore, 
there is no analogy between the two cases. God expressly commanded the 
Israelites to wage wars of extermination against the Canaanites. He en- 
couraged them to attack other people, with the assurance of victory ; b it he 
has not done so by us in the present war. Till we have a command, and 
are sanctioned, like the Israelites in ancient times, to go to war, it is totally 
preposterous, in my opinion, to quote the conduct of the Jews, or refer to 
God's dealings with that people. As for such vague sentiments as these 
that perhaps some persons may have seen, — "Scatter the people that 
delight in war," they have as much to do with the question as a verse from 
the Koran, and no more. " Scatter the people that delight in war ! " That 
is a most miserable begging of the question, as if our enemies were the only 
people that delighted in war, and we ourselves, we, the English people, were 
perfectly innocent of war ! 

Now, there are two or three passages in the New Testament that appear 
to me sufficient to settle the right or wrong of the present war. Indeed, one 
of these passages is sufficient to decide the question, and I would only refer 
to this one passage — ' But I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you and persecute you, that ye may be the children of your 
father which is in Heaven.' Whose words are these ? They proceed from 
the lips of the Saviour himself, — of Him who spake as never man spake. 
Is the meaning of these words very obscure V Not at all. It is as clear as 
the light of day. Supposing that the Russians are our enemies, what are we 
to do ? Are we to slaughter M her people, to burn her cities, and to massacre 
her inhabitants ? No, not at all. On the contrary, we should do them 
good. Besides, the Russian nation did not show any particular hostility to 
the English nation. They did not invade our country. Our assault upon 
Russia has been entirely unprovoked. We have invaded that territory. I 
have known men sneer at these words of our Saviour in allusion to the 
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present question, as if they might be treated very lightly. I have heard 
Christian men, ministers of religion, speak of the words that I have just 
read, very lightly, as if they were empty words, and of little worth. I do 
not envy the feelings of such persons. 1 can only think with horror upon 
their profaneness and ignorance. I take it, that the words are exactly ap- 
plicable to the case before us. If, as we are told, Russia entertains hostile 
designs against this country, and against the frse nations in Europe, — if she 
entertains designs that are adverse to this nation, — what are we enjoined 
here to do ? We are directly enjoined to do the Russians good. Besides, 
what right have we as a nation to punish any other nation that appears to 
us to do wrong? ' Venge»nce is mine ; [ will repay, saith the Lord.' But 
we are impatient, — we will not wait for the Divine retribution on nations 
that appear to do wrong. God is too slow in his operations for us ; we 
take the vengeance into our own hands, and lush forward to punish the 
nation that seems to have committed an act of injustice. 

In invading a country that did not invade us, we clearly undertook a war 
of aggression, — a step which is directly condemned by every part of the 
New Testament. And, standing on this platform, I will say to those Christian 
ministers who have been urging on the demon of War, — you are clearly 
acting in direct opposition to the Divine precept of that Holy Book which 
you profess to reverence. You do not understand its first principles ; you 
are ignorant of its holy lessons, and know not what spirit you are of. Really 
I am almost ashamed to come from Manchester to London for the purpose of 
announcing these simplest of all truths, the very alphabet of the Christian 
religion. But so many have been urging on in a rash and thoughtless way, 
the war-spirit, those, too, who ought to have known better, while the 
sacred guide of the Christian and the moralist has been so much neglected, 
ami while the ministers of religion appear to me to have exhibited so much 
of an anti-Christian spirit, that really, sir, I may perhaps be excused for 
speaking as I have done. I confess that nothing has so much shaken my 
faith in the real Christianity of this nation, as the language and conduct of 
those who profess to preach the religion of Christianity from the pulpit in 
relation to this present War. If I know any thing at all about the New 
Testament, I am thoroughly convinced that our invasion of the Crimea is 
utterly condemned by the infallible precepts of the Son of God. 

I will now read you a passage from one of our religious periodicals : — 
" The motto on the coat-of-arms of Oliver Cromwell was : — Pax quceritur 
Bella : ' Peace is sought by War.' In the Divine Sermon on the Mount, 
the Founder of Christianity enjoins his disciples not to resist evil, and speci- 
fies the evil which is to be received with submission, an assault and legal 
spoliation, a blow on the cheek, a fraud of a coat. Afterwards, the Teacher 
of this lesson told his disciples to sell their clothes to buy swords, and when, 
two were brought, He said, ' They are enough ; ' and one of His disciples 
cut off the right ear of the servant of the High Priest. Who among us 
presents tha left cheek after the right ? Who gives his cloak when de- 
frauded of his coat ? Who buys swords, if not to resist assault? Did Jesus 
Christ teach one thing upon a mountain in Galilee, and a different upon the 
Mount of Olives ? Is it not more logical, modest and reasonable to search 
for the,mind of the Founder of Christianity by looking both these exhibi- 
tions of it in the face, than by patching together phrases torn from their 
context in favor of a non-resistance which nobody has ever put in practice ? 
The lesson of the Mount of Olives asserted the duty of meeting the sword 
with the sword, and the lesson upon the mountain in Galilee the duty of 
superiority to personal injuries when teaching Christianity. It is the ' Strike, 
but hear' of the noble Athenian. A broad and faithful induction from 
facts and precepts teaches the Christian to be a man of peace by overcoming 
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evil with good, animosity by kindness, the sword by the sword, war by war, 
and is admirably resumed in the motto of the chief of the Ironsides — Pax 
quaritur Bello.'" 

I am sorry to see this language in such a periodical as the Eclectic Review, 
for whose editor I have a very sincere and cordial respect. I am sorry to see 
it there ; for it is neither more nor less than blasphemy against the Redeemer 
of the world. I will call things by their right names, and I boldly affirm 
that the language that I have just read is direct blasphemy against the Son 
of God. I will not stand here, sir, and allow the Redeemer to be grossly 
insulted by imputing to his language a meaning which it entirely repudiates, 
without protesting against the insult. ' The lesson of the Mount of Olives 
asserted the duty of meeting the sword with the sword ! ' Just the reverse 
is the fact. The statement is utterly false, and some of the words of Scrip- 
ture are even misquoted. 

For the sake of this anonymous writer, of whom I have no knowledge 
whatever, and for some other persons who, after all that has been said about 
this passage of Scripture, do not understand it, I will just explain it 
in a word or two. The passage upon which this paragraph is 
founded is in Luke xxii., 35th verse : " And He said unto them, 
When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye anything? 
And they said, Nothing. Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a 
purse, let him take it, and likewise his scrip ; and he that hath no sword, let 
him sell his garment, and buy one. And they said, Lord, behold here are 
two swords. And he said unto them, It is enough." Now, sir, the mean- 
ing is simply this : — The first mission of the disciples was a peaceful mission. 
They met friends wherever they went ; but now Jesus teaches the disciples 
that, they were about to enter on a service full of difficulty and danger, in 
which they would require all their resources and means of self-protection. 
The language is very strong ; it is figurative language, taken from military 
life. But it refers to moral measures alone, although the disciples, like some 
persons in the present day, understood our Saviour literally. As to His 
words — 'It is enough' — he did not say — ' They, the two swords, are 
enough.' That is not the language of Scripture. But by the words, ' It 
is enough,' our Lord merely intended to terminate the conversation, because 
he found that the disciples were not in a fit state of mind to understand his 
meaning. That is all. 

As for the motto of Oliver Cromwell, of which this writer in the Eclectic 
seems enamored, I for one utterly repudiate it. It was the motto of a falli- 
ble and ambitious warrior, some of whose deeds cannot be defended or 
whitewashed by the utmost ingenuity of man. The motto of the Bible 
reveals a very different spirit — "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the children of God." We rely altogether upon the 
principles of the Gospel, rather than upon the power of the sword. Our 
object is, to maintain and preserve these principles. Men may endeavor to 
trample them under their feet ; but they do so at an awful peril. I am per- 
fectly convinced that we have the New Testament upon our side, and that 
they have not. Fling away the Sacred Book, ye who uphold and defend 
the present war of England with Russia. Do not desecrate the holy name 
of the Prince of Peace by bringing it into connection with this murderous 
invasion of the Crimea. Keep to your worldly principles — your argument 
for expediency, for you have no argument else. 

Dr. Bubks. — Effects or this Wae. — It has already b«eu the means 
of spreading drunkenness, debauchery, and crime throughout the country ; 
and it has tended to drive back the common interests of civilization, to say 
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nothing of its mischievous influence on the progress of truth and religion. 
The miserable effects of this war have, I believe, more than equalled any that 
has preceded it. There have been the same terrible manifestations of fierce- 
ness, ferocity, and love of blood after the first taste of human gore, as there 
had in any previous period of the nation's or the world's history. Reference 
has been made to the influence of the war-spirit upon the teachers of religion 
in this country, and the conductors of the religious press. For myself, in 
speaking of religious newspapers, — the religious press, — I felt inclined to 
ask, Where are they ? There are newspapers representing great ecclesias- 
lical bodies, and the interests of these institutions they are never backward 
in supporting ; but where is the journal or the magazine which keeps pre- 
eminently before its readers the interests of pure Christianity, and the prin- 
ciples of the New Testament ? I feel perfectly appalled at the unchristian 
spirit which has been put forth in the professedly religious journals of the 
day ; and the more so, when I remember the professions which were made a 
few years ago by some of the men by whom they are conducted. At the 
Peace Congresses of Frankfort, Paris and London, they were seen upon the 
platform, delivering magnificent orations ; but where are they now? One 
of these leaders of the public and so-called religious press of this metropolis 
has actually been urging upon the consideration of his readers the duty of 
Prince Albert himself taking the field in person. The most lamentable 
aspect of the present slate of things is this, that the religious press, and the 
teachers of religion generally in this counlry, should be found in a position so 
exceedingly questionable and anomalous as the professed teachers of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

I hold in my hand a paragraph, which I will read to the assem- 
bly, containing a sentiment so emphatically in harmony with Paganism, 
that I was perfectly astonished when I read it, coming, as it did, from the pen 
of a minister of the Church of England, and a man, moreover, in very high 
repute as a sympathiser with the poor and oppressed of this country. The 
writer says, " God grant that we, the clergy, may, during the present war, 
instead of weakening the courage ol our countrymen by instilling into them 
selfish and superstitious theories, and terrors of a future state, which repre- 
sent God, not as a Saviour, but as a tormentor, may boldly tell them that He 
is not the God of the dead, but of the living ; and that he who renders up his 
animal life as a thing of naught in the cause of duty, commits his soul into the 
hands of a just and merciful Father, who has promised to leave no good deed 
unrewarded ; and tell them that the most noble deed of all is to die like a 
man in promoting the freedom of the world. " 

Loud cries were made, mingled with hisses, for the name of the author 
who could write such pagan stuff, when Dr. Burns at length gave his name, 
" Rev. Charles Kingsley," and added, " The work of the Peace Society must 
be 10 educate the country — not only the people, but the teachers also. Let 
them all be taught that the three greatest curses of the world are Slavery, 
Drink and War." 



A FINANCIAL GLANCE AT THE WAR. 

Every war must be followed sooner or later by a full reckoning of its cost. 
Its abettors may shut their eyes for a time to its enormous expenses, and even 
make it a part of patriotism to scout them as a low, vulgar consideration ; but 
as pay-day must come in due time, it is wise to count the cost in season. 

" People think," says the London Empire, July 7, " we take a low estimate 



